
X
T

H
E

 U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

 O
F

 S
T

R
A

T
H

C
L

Y
D

E

International developments
Dr Jannik Giesekam

Chancellor’s Fellow, University of Strathclyde
jannik.giesekam@strath.ac.uk
@jannikgiesekam
01.11.23

These slides can be downloaded from jannikgiesekam.co.uk 
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Agenda

• What are the key international regulatory trends? 
• Where can I find the details?
• How can I stay abreast of developments?
• How do the UK & Scotland compare?

These slides can be downloaded from jannikgiesekam.co.uk 
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Map from Carbon Leadership Forum policy toolkit - last updated in October 2023

Interactive policy map

https://carbonleadershipforum.org/clf-policy-toolkit/#map
https://carbonleadershipforum.org/clf-policy-toolkit/#map
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2022 reports from Ramboll & OneClickLCA. Shorter 2023 briefing from WGBC

International policy reviews

https://c.ramboll.com/reducing-whole-life-carbon
https://www.oneclicklca.com/construction-carbon-regulations-in-europe/
https://worldgbc.org/article/worldgbc-launches-eu-policy-briefing-on-whole-life-carbon/
https://www.oneclicklca.com/construction-carbon-regulations-in-europe/
https://c.ramboll.com/reducing-whole-life-carbon
https://worldgbc.org/article/worldgbc-launches-eu-policy-briefing-on-whole-life-carbon/
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View all outputs from Annex 72 and follow Annex 89

IEA EBC Annex outputs

• Annex 72 outputs 
published in May 
(>1000 pages of 
comparative 
analysis)

• Annex 89 (2023-
2027) launched 
this month

https://annex72.iea-ebc.org/publications
https://annex89.iea-ebc.org/
https://annex72.iea-ebc.org/
https://annex89.iea-ebc.org/
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Local policies

CNCA & OneClickLCA (2020) City Policy Framework for Dramatically Reducing Embodied Carbon
C40 (2020) Clean Construction Policy Explorer 

Uptake based on C40 Clean Construction Policy Explorer

https://www.embodiedcarbonpolicies.com/
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Clean-Construction-Policy-Explorer
https://www.c40knowledgehub.org/s/article/Clean-Construction-Policy-Explorer
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European regulatory trend

For interactive summary with links to regulations see jannikgiesekam.co.uk/embodiedcarbon/

http://www.jannikgiesekam.co.uk/embodiedcarbon/
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Slide from Helle Redder Momsen. Watch a recording of the 2023 Nordic Climate Forum for Construction for further information

Example – Denmark

https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge/2023/august/nordic-climate-forum-for-construction-2023
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Follow Nordic Sustainable Construction or read more about comparisons

Comparison within Nordic countries

https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/
https://nordicsustainableconstruction.com/news/2023/october/how-are-nordic-countries-implementing-policies-on-low-carbon-construction
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See here for overview. For discussion of current mood music see this article

Revision of the EU EPBD

• Commission proposal December 2021
• Amendments adopted by European 

Parliament in March 2023
• Trilogues since May 2023 with next  

(& potentially final) session scheduled 
for December

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2021/0426(COD)&l=en
https://www.euractiv.com/section/energy-environment/news/legislators-water-down-eu-buildings-directive-after-marathon-talks/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021PC0802
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2023-0068_EN.html
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Other EU developments

• Contractor appointed to update Level(s)
• Development of whole life carbon roadmap        

(consultation held over summer 2023)
• CBAM launched transitional phase on 1st October 
• Extension of ETS
• European Green Deal
• Construction Products Regulation revision
• Revision of Construction & Demolition Waste Management 

Protocol

https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism_en
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New SBTi guidance

Draft guidance consultation in 
July 2023 alongside buildings 
target setting tool 
Launch of final version on 
21st November

You can read more about the consultation or register for launch webinar

https://wwfus.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yj6O01SKS6OHgX_MdE15nQ#/registration
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/sectors/buildings
https://wwfus.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yj6O01SKS6OHgX_MdE15nQ#/registration
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• Upcoming Carbon Footprint Policy Accelerator conference: 
learning about Buy Clean and Whole Life Carbon Regulatory 
Standards for Buildings

• 7-8th November in Potsdam or online

WLCP.   o
Whole Life Cycle Policy Coalition for 

the built environment

New international forum

https://eveeno.com/carbonfootprintpolicyaccelerator
https://eveeno.com/carbonfootprintpolicyacceleratoronline
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WHAT ABOUT SCOTLAND & THE UK?
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BECD

Evolution of reporting standards

BS EN 15978 RICS PS

https://www.rics.org/profession-standards/rics-standards-and-guidance/sector-standards/building-surveying-standards/whole-life-carbon-assessment-for-the-built-environment
https://www.rics.org/profession-standards/rics-standards-and-guidance/sector-standards/building-surveying-standards/whole-life-carbon-assessment-for-the-built-environment
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RICS PS Whole life carbon assessment

1st edition published in 2017
31 pages + 3 appendices

2nd edition published in September 2023
Effective from 1st July 2024
137 pages + 17 appendices + 6 templates

https://www.rics.org/profession-standards/rics-standards-and-guidance/sector-standards/construction-standards/whole-life-carbon-assessment
https://www.rics.org/content/dam/ricsglobal/documents/standards/whole_life_carbon_assessment_for_the_built_environment_1st_edition_rics.pdf
https://www.rics.org/content/dam/ricsglobal/documents/standards/whole_life_carbon_assessment_for_the_built_environment_1st_edition_rics.pdf
https://www.rics.org/profession-standards/rics-standards-and-guidance/sector-standards/construction-standards/whole-life-carbon-assessment
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New single location for product data & asset data
(launched on 5th October)

Available now at becd.co.uk

Built Environment Carbon Database

https://www.becd.co.uk/
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“Overdue” with “some but 
insufficient progress”

2023 Progress Report

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/2023-progress-report-to-parliament/
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the single most significant policy the 
Government could introduce is a 
mandatory requirement to undertake 
whole-life carbon assessments for 
buildings. This requirement should be 
set within building regulations and the 
planning system. Following introduction 
of whole-life carbon assessments, the 
Government should develop 
progressively ratcheting carbon targets 
for buildings, to match the pathway to 
net zero. A clear timeline for introducing 
this should be set by the end of 2022.”

EAC recommendation

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1147/sustainability-of-the-built-environment/publications/
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We agree with the Committee that 
whole-life carbon assessments are 
likely to have a significant role to play 
in delivering decarbonisation across 
the sector… Government intends to 
consult in 2023 on our approach and 
interventions to mainstream the 
measurement and reduction of 
embodied carbon in the built 
environment.”

UK Govt response

https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1147/sustainability-of-the-built-environment/publications/
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Available from part-z.uk

Part Z

Industry led proposed 
amendment to Building 
Regulations in England 
& Wales and suggested 
document for approval

https://part-z.uk/proposal
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See full statements of support for regulation of embodied carbon at part-z.uk/industry-support

https://part-z.uk/industry-support
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Carbon Emissions (Buildings) Bill
• UK Parliament Private Members’ Bill “to require the whole-life 

carbon emissions of buildings to be reported; to set limits on 
embodied carbon emissions in the construction of buildings; and 
for connected purposes.”

• Private members bill with 
support from 4 parties introduced 
following Part Z proposals

• 2022 bill withdrawn before 2nd

reading due to promotion of lead 
sponsor in DLUHC
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Carbon Emissions (Buildings) Bill – take 2
• Second take sponsored by Jerome Mayhew (Conservative)

• 2nd reading on 25/11/22

Read the bill text and debates

https://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/3ae6c148-5fa1-4a9e-89c7-1c82898fbed9
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3211
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3211
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Amendment 280 to the Levelling-up and 
Regeneration Bill

Debated in the House of Lords 
on 27 March 2023
& 4 September 2023

Read about the amendment and the reception

https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3155/stages/17727/amendments/10008396
https://part-z.uk/blog/i8dgg0fgvaq2cnolwt1mipvrsfotoa
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UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard

Read here

https://www.nzcbuildings.co.uk/
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Adapted from IStructE diagram

Future approach?

ISO 14040
ISO 14044

BS EN 15978
BS EN 17472 

International 
Standards

Reporting database

Voluntary standard

Industry-proposed 
regulation

Guidance

UK assessment 
standard

Tools

RIBA CIBSE IStructE UKGBC LETI HMG

etc
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Typical distribution & suggested response 

Upfront carbon (kgCO2e/m2)

N
um

be
r o

f b
ui

ld
in

gs
Public sector + 

voluntary standards
Building 
Regulations/Standards

Curve shape based on 2023 analysis by Future Homes Hub

https://irp.cdn-website.com/bdbb2d99/files/uploaded/Embodied%20and%20Whole%20Life%20Carbon%20Implementation%20Plan%20-%20final.pdf
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ANY QUESTIONS?
jannik.giesekam@strath.ac.uk
@jannikgiesekam


	Slide Number 1
	Agenda
	Interactive policy map
	International policy reviews
	IEA EBC Annex outputs
	Local policies
	European regulatory trend
	Example – Denmark
	Comparison within Nordic countries
	Revision of the EU EPBD
	Other EU developments
	Slide Number 12
	New international forum
	WHAT ABOUT SCOTLAND & THE UK?
	Evolution of reporting standards
	RICS PS Whole life carbon assessment
	Slide Number 17
	2023 Progress Report
	EAC recommendation
	UK Govt response
	Part Z
	Slide Number 22
	Carbon Emissions (Buildings) Bill
	Carbon Emissions (Buildings) Bill – take 2
	Amendment 280 to the Levelling-up and Regeneration Bill
	UK Net Zero Carbon Buildings Standard
	Slide Number 27
	Typical distribution & suggested response 
	ANY QUESTIONS?�jannik.giesekam@strath.ac.uk�@jannikgiesekam�

